ROCK SPRING GARDEN CLUB

2014 Garden of the Year 

Each year, Rock Spring Garden Club recognizes gardeners who make exceptional contributions to the beautification of Arlington, VA.  Our Garden of the Year Award is intended to showcase these individuals’ gardens.  We encourage all interested gardeners to enter.  There is no entry fee.  
Gardens must be at least 50% designed and maintained by the homeowner(s), except that we will consider gardens that were designed by a professional landscaper if the homeowners have maintained the design for at least seven years. Fruit and vegetable gardens are eligible. Up to twelve entries will be evaluated by qualified judges.  The winners will be announced at our meeting on June 12, 2014.  All entrants are invited to attend.  
Entries must be submitted by April 30, 2014
Garden of the Year Entry Form
Name __________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________ Zip ______________


Nearest cross street__________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________________Email___________________________________________

Nominated by (if applicable) _________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________ Email___________________________________________
Please provide a brief description of outstanding garden features:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail application to:



OR email application to:   rockspringgardenclub@gmail.com  

Garden of the Year Award
 
6742 N. 26th Street
Arlington, Virginia 22213   


For more information, go to www.rockspringgardenclub.com
GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION

1. Gardens must be residential properties in Arlington, established for at least three years.  
2. The entry form must be submitted by the property owner, or with the owner’s permission.

3. Submission of photographs with the entry form is purely optional.  If you do submit photographs, provide no more than three.  These can be 4” x 6” or any other size.  If it’s not convenient to print them, the photos may be emailed to rockspringgardenclub@gmail.com even if the rest of the application is submitted by mail. 
4. With the property owner’s permission, RSGC will place a sign indicating participation in the front yard of each nominated property from May through June.

5. Gardens will be judged on May 14, absent inclement weather or other emergency.

6. Those who participated in prior years but did not win then may enter again.  Previous winners may participate again after three years.

7. Professionally designed gardens are not eligible, except where the design was implemented at least seven years ago and has been maintained since by the owners. 
8. The first, second and third place winners will be included on the June 12 tour.  In addition, the Club may include a few other especially meritorious gardens as part of the tour.
JUDGING CRITERIA 

1. First Impression

2. Suitability of design purpose: entertaining, play, circulation

3. Design

a. Functional Aspect: creation and utilization of space

b. Aesthetic Aspect 

· Principles of design: balance, scale, proportion, dominance, rhythm and contrast

· Elements of design: color, texture, pattern, form, line

· Originality and distinction: unusual qualities or features, including unusual plants
4. Implementation of structures and plant materials (including credit for recycling and for the owner’s own plant propagation efforts)
5. Condition of plantings:  the health of flowering plants, shrubs, trees and vegetable plantings (if any) are all part of this aspect of the evaluation

6. Maintenance: overall degree 

7. Final Impression   
