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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Kate Abrahams
During a recent trip to Austin, Texas I visited the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center for the
first time. Little was blooming but the strange
trees, cacti, wild grasses, butterflies, deep
bubbling natural spring, rattlesnake warnings,
and giant windchimes were exciting to
experience with family. Lady Bird learned to
love the wilderness as a child. It was her most
important companion that taught her to value
native species and habitats. Her passion was
saving wilderness, especially wildflowers, for
future generations. Pictures from the
Wildflower Center are shown in the Photo
Gallery.
Likewise, Phoebe Hall Knipling preserved some
wilderness by creating the Outdoor Lab facility
so that Arlington children could experience the
delightful and wonderous shock of a completely
natural world. As parents I think we
instinctively know how children embrace new
landscapes. Visiting a new park or garden I
knew the quarreling would stop and the kids
would immediately run off to smell flowers,
examine rocks, look for bugs, and race through
trees or roll down hills. These visits were
exercises in finding solace, restoration, peace
and joy for all of us. This holiday season let’s
remember Lady Bird Johnson, Dr. Knipling, and
all the people in our lives who taught us to love
the natural world in big and small ways.
Many warm wishes for joyful holidays with
family and friends! I hope you will be able to
join us at Jenny’s for the Holiday Tea.

BOARD MEETING
January 4, 2018 10:00 am
Hosted by Pat Getz
Co-hosted by Linda Martin

TREASURER’S REPORT
Jo Ella Samp
Nov 1-Nov 30, 2017
Beginning Balance $21,847.36
Total Receipts $7,828.50
Total Disbursements $1,747.44
Closing Balance $27,928.42

New Flower Show Handbook - Now available
for $25 from the National Garden Clubs website
store, an on-line digital version of the new
Flower Show Handbook! Skip the bulky paper
and binder and easily look at the Handbook
when it is stored in your computer files. Of
course, if you prefer the paper and binder
version, you can buy it on the same NGC
website. Just visit www.gardenclub.org or
www.shopgardenclub.org or call 800.550.6007.
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MEMBERSHIP
Kate Abrahams
We welcomed one new member to the club at
the November business meeting, Mary Millette,
pictured here with me. Mary is originally from
Massachusetts, but has spent most of her adult
life in the DC metro area and Charleston, South
Carolina. After many years in project
management for Philips Healthcare, she retired
and moved back to Virginia with her husband
Jim. Mary loves interior design, golfing with
family, floral design, and container gardening.
She looks forward to assisting with club
hospitality, event planning and
communications, and having fun with old and
new friends. Mary jumped right into club
activities in November making sandwiches and
several pumpkin arrangements for the Holiday
Design Event.

CONSERVATION
Pat Getz
The Conservation Committee, under the
leadership of chair Jo Ella Samp has worked
hard to maintain the signature garden plot at
Rock Spring Park over this past year. We also
had help from the Boy Scout troop sent to us
courtesy of RSGC member Barry Wood. We
received many expressions of admiration and
thanks for our work from passers-by nearly
every time club members ventured into the
park to work. Recently the committee put the
garden to bed for the winter by weeding one
final time and spreading a BIG load of mulch
delivered by the county for our use.

Kate Abrahams and Jo Ella Samp on the final
clean-up and mulching day.
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HOLIDAY DESIGN EVENT
Pat Getz
The annual Rock Spring Garden Club Holiday
Floral Design Event was held on November 16
and went off without a hitch, thanks to the
expert planning by our HDE chairs, Dianne
Simmons and Connie Richards, as well as the
many committee chairs and all the club
members who supplied food, drinks, pumpkin
designs, silent auction items, and more. Nearly
all the event tickets were sold in advance of the
evening. The financial tallies are still being
finalized but calculations to date point to a
record setting fundraising total of over $9,300.
The HDE is the club’s major annual fundraiser,
and the basis for providing scholarships to send
Arlington students to the Outdoor Lab summer
camps.

One happy customer texted the picture below
on November 30, a full two weeks after the
event, to show us that the design was still alive
and beautiful – amazing!

Members contributed 62 gorgeous pumpkin
designs, every one of which was sold at the
event! AnnMarie Fay is shown below, manning
the pumpkin arrangements table.

Susie Poneman from Heavenly Hydrangeas
(pictured below) gave a wonderful presentation
that kept the audience engrossed throughout.
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The food committee chaired by Susan Scotti
and Jenny Sullivan (shown below) provided
mountains of delectable tea sandwiches, fruit
and veggie trays, and scores of delicious
varieties of homemade cookies. The wine
spritzers were a hit too!

The Ways and Means section including Tools of
the Trade and the Silent Auction table were
popular spots for guest to browse and shop for
bargains.
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activities really rounded out the evening and
presented RSGC in a very positive light to all of
our guests. Perhaps we may even recruit a few
new members from the audience. Thea
McGinnis has submitted the video for a
potential award to National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Thea also reports that the HDE was written up
in glowing terms in the Thanksgiving blog of the
National Capital Area Garden Club. You can
read the post at:
https://ncagardenclubs.blogspot.com.
Finally, a giant and heartfelt THANK YOU to all
the RSGC members who put in untold hours of
effort to make the Holiday Design Event such a
resounding success!
Dorinda Burroughs did a masterful job as our
emcee, and the photo slide show of club

Above, Sheila Moore, Julie Wadsworth, Joan
Hession, Jo Ella Samp take a break.
Please see the Photo Gallery for additional HDE
photos, contributed by Mary Cottrell.
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LIAISON REPORT
NCAGC Landscape Design Course II – MondayTuesday March 26-27, 2018 at Merrifield
Gardens Fair Oaks. Visit
https://ncagardenclubs.org for registration.
Courses do not need to be taken in order.
Tuition rebate available from RSGC treasurer
after course completion.
Season’s Greenings: Roadside Attractions at the
US Botanic Garden, 100 Maryland Ave, SW,
Washington DC 20001. Free, open daily 10 am5 pm, November 23-January 1. Enter
Conservatory via two entrances. The model
train entrance leads to trains traveling by US
iconic sites., reproduced in miniature with plant
material. A second entrance leads to poinsettia
displays and miniatures of capital landmarks
also made of plant material. Live music
concerts on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in
December. Visit www.usbg.gov/plan-yourholiday-visit for more information.
Brookside Gardens of Lights: November 24January 1. Walk through illuminated gardens,
see miniature trains, colorful poinsettia display.
$25 per car/van Sunday-Thursday 5:30pm9:30pm. Friday-Saturday admission: $30.
5:30pm-10:00pm. Closed December 24-25.
1800 Glenallen Avenue, Wheaton, MD. Visit
www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-andtrails/brookside-gardens/garden-of-lights.
Oatlands Wreath Making Workshops December
5 and 6. Oatlands Head Gardener Mark
Schroeter leads the workshops at 11 am. $40.
Call 703.777.3174 or email
mschroeter@oatlands.org to register.
Bus Day Trip to Longwood Gardens in Kennett
Square, PA on Saturday, December 16, 9:30 am
– 10 pm. Offered by Politics and Prose
Bookstore, $125. Includes bus transportation

and admission ticket. Leaves from Politics and
Prose Bookstore, 5015 Connecticut Ave, NW,
Washington, DC. For more information, visit
www.politics-prose.com/longwood-gardens or
email namadi-obi2@politics-prose.com.
Nneoma Amadi-Obi can answer questions
about the trip.
National Museum of American History special
exhibit “Cultivating America’s Gardens” on view
until August 2018. 1300 Constitution Ave, NW,
Washington, DC.
Meadowlark Gardens “Winter Walk of Lights”.
Stroll through the illuminated garden November
10 - January 7. Tickets $8-13. Visit
www.novaparks.com/events/winter-walk-oflights. Buy best-priced tickets through
EventBrite. 703.255.3631. Meadowlark Gardens
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna, VA.
Joint Landscape Design Council/Gardening
Consultants School trip June 12-13, 2018 to visit
gardens in Southwestern Virginia and West
Virginia. Overnight trip will cost $295 per
person. Stay at Hotel Roanoke. Can get school
credit. Tour grounds of the Greenbrier Resort
in West Virginia; visit the Andre Viette Nursery
and several arboreti.
NCAGC bus trip June 21-24 to Newport Flower
Show in Rhode Island. Two full days at the
Flower Show, visit the grounds of Rose Cliff
Mansion; take trolley tour of mansions. Only 50
spaces available. Cost is $550 per person.
Register at https://ncagardenclubs.org.
The 2018 Philadelphia Flower Show with the
theme of “Wonders of Water” will be Saturday
March 3- Sunday March 11, 2018. Visit
https://theflowershow.com for tickets and
information.
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The Arbor House Gift Shop which raises funds
for NCAGC at National Arboretum will close
December 3 and reopen March 17, 2018.

A Mighty Oak – The famous Treaty Oak in
Austin, Texas

This tree is the last surviving member of the
Council Oaks, a grove of 14 trees that served as
a sacred meeting place for Native American
tribes. It is estimated to be 500 years old and
originally had a spread of approximately 127
feet.

NCAGC District III Awards Meeting will be on
Friday March 16, 2018 at 10 am in Meadowlark
Gardens Education Center, Vienna, VA. All
members are welcome to attend.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Scenes from the Holiday Design Event:
photographed by Mary Cottrell
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From the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center,
Austin, Texas
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